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would have summoned him, he would have demanded
a passport of the parliament, and have come up
and convinced the court, that colonel Fiennes had
not misbehaved himself; and that he had not a
sufficient garrison to defend a city of that extent;
having not above one thousand two hundred men
in the town, excepting some of Waller's runaways,
most of whom were unfit for service, and without
arms; and that the citizens in general being dis-
affected to him, and ready on the first occasion to open
the gates to the king's forces, it was impossible for
him to have kept the city; and when I had further
informed them, said the prince, of the measures I
had taken for a general assault the next day, I am
confident I should have convinced them, that I
had taken the city by storm, if he had not surren-
dered.

The king's affairs were now in a very good pos-
ture, and three armies in the north, west, and in
the centre, counted in the musters above seventy
thousand men, besides small garrisons and parties
abroad. Several of the lords, and more of the com-
mons, began to fall off from the parliament, and
make their peace with the king; and the affairs of
the parliament began to look very ill. The city of
London was their inexhaustible support and maga-
zine, both for men, money, and all things necessary;
and whenever their army was out of order, the clergy
of their party in but one Sunday or two, would preach
the young citizens out of their shops, the labourers
from their masters, into the army, and recruit them
on a sudden: and all this was still owing to the
omission I first observed, of not marching to London,
when it might have been so easily effected.

We had now another, or a fairer opportunity
than before, but as ill use was made of it. The
king, as I have observed, was in a very good posture;